
Space
Jenner & Block understands the regulatory and commercial forces shaping the global space-to-
ground ecosystem. As the commercial space sector experiences unprecedented expansion,
companies need sophisticated legal counsel that spans the full spectrum of technical, regulatory,
and business challenges. For decades, we have achieved major successes for clients on some of
the most significant communications matters before the FCC, Department of Justice, other
agencies, and courts. Our integrated team brings practical insight from years of guiding clients
through complex spectrum, export control, contracting, and intellectual property challenges—helping
organizations strengthen compliance and accelerate innovation across satellite communications,
launch services, Earth observation, and space infrastructure.

Our Space Practice unites space operations, terrestrial connectivity, and national security under one
roof. Several Jenner practice groups operate as a unified team, giving clients seamless coverage
across regulatory, commercial, and compliance matters. Our lawyers and engineers combine broad
experience with inside perspective into the inner workings of the FCC, NTIA, the DOJ, NOAA, and
other regulatory agencies. Our practice includes nationally recognized lawyers with extensive
experience handling cutting-edge telecommunications, satellite technology, and media law issues.
Representing satellite, cable/broadband, wireless, and technology companies, as well as private
equity investors, we have negotiated industry-leading transactions and prevailed in wide-ranging
litigation, regulatory proceedings, and agency enforcement actions.

Our approach reflects a broader principle: that technological leadership carries public responsibility.
We advise clients not only on how to achieve regulatory compliance but also how to build systems
that reinforce trust, transparency, and resilience across the global communications ecosystem.

Jenner & Block's areas of skill include:

Satellite and Earth Station Licensing Security Clearances and FOCI Mitigation

Spectrum and Orbital Resources Federal Procurement

Space Safety and Sustainability Procurement and Manufacturing Agreements

Export Control (ITAR/EAR) and National Security Launch Services Agreements

https://www.jenner.com/


Cybersecurity and Controlled Information
Compliance

Teaming Agreements

Joint Ventures and Strategic Partnerships Mergers & Acquisitions

Real Property & Ground Infrastructure Matters Bid Protests and Claims

Employment & Immigration Environmental Compliance

Supply Chain Management Restructuring Transactions

Sovereign Transactions Congressional Investigations

 

Satellite and Earth Station Licensing

Our team has extensive experience in satellite and wireless communications licensing in the United
States, particularly for non-geostationary orbit (NGSO) fixed-satellite service (FSS) space stations
and earth stations. We support multiple launch-services providers in securing the authorizations
they need to communicate between ground stations and launch vehicles before, during, and after
takeoff. The complex satellite regulatory environment and rapid changes in technologies create
numerous challenges for operators. Competitive rivalry among aspiring satellite operators involves
an aggressive adversarial process that can pit well-funded applicants against each other. Our
representation integrates long-term planning with a keen sense of near-term requirements for
securing authorizations needed to provide access to space and support service delivery. We also
provide ongoing regulatory counseling and support as clients deploy earth-station facilities, whether
gateway satellite earth stations or customer satellite terminals, ensuring timely processing through
specialized applications, review, and approval by regulatory authorities at multiple levels of
government.

Spectrum and Orbital Resources

We help protect and expand the building blocks of our clients' businesses: their spectrum and
orbital resources. Our work typically begins with careful frequency planning and close collaboration
with technical teams to select sound orbits and frequency bands well suited for the operations
under consideration. While near-term licensing is essential, clarity regarding future spectrum
allocations, conditions, and assignments remains critical for long-term success. Satellite operators
must align their spectrum planning to the ever-evolving domestic and international table of
allocations years in advance. Our practice considers commercial objectives, market dynamics,



political changes, and the regulatory setting as part of a broader strategic approach. We help clients
not only navigate spectrum-related regulatory matters but also shape the rules governing operations
in ways that support business objectives now and in the future. Over time, we have worked with
clients to pursue rule changes to guard against harmful interference and to relax constraints that
might otherwise impede service offerings.

Space Safety and Sustainability

Our clients look to us to help manage the uncertainty and risk that the proliferation of orbital debris
has created. Orbital debris travels at tremendous speeds—averaging about 10 kilometers per
second in low earth orbit (LEO) and even the smallest pieces can disable or destroy operational
spacecraft upon collision. The rapid expansion of the number and complexity of NGSO systems, as
well as actions by hostile or reckless nation states in LEO, poses challenges to the sustainable
development of satellite communications. We help clients engage with domestic and international
regulators to develop and implement global policies that promote a sustainable space environment.
Our experience includes interference analysis and conflict resolution, ensuring that clients can
protect their operations while contributing to the long-term sustainability of space activities.

Mergers and Acquisitions

Our Corporate Practice has extensive experience representing space sector clients in their mergers
and acquisitions and other complex corporate transactions. For example, we represented publicly
traded Aerojet Rocketdyne Holdings in its $5 billion all-cash sale to Lockheed Martin, which was
subsequently terminated due to antitrust regulatory hurdles. We represented General Dynamics in
multiple M&A and other transactions involving satellite communications and related businesses. We
also represented multiple publicly traded and privately held companies that develop and sell space
sector technologies, software, products, and services in various M&A transactions. In representing
clients on M&A matters, our corporate lawyers work closely with lawyers from our other practice
groups to conduct comprehensive due diligence and provide integrated transaction advice and
structures.

Federal Procurement

Our team advises space companies on the full range of government contract matters, including
compliance with federal procurement regulations, False Claims Act defense, and representation in
disputes arising from government contracts. Our experience spans major aerospace programs and
includes deep knowledge of the operational requirements and regulatory frameworks governing
space and defense contracts. Representing clients in disputing or defending contract awards, we
provide strategic counsel that helps clients navigate complex compliance requirements while
protecting their business interests and reputation.

Export Control and National Security

https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/transactional/corporate


Space operations increasingly intersect with national security concerns and export control
regulations. We counsel clients on compliance with the International Traffic in Arms Regulations
(ITAR), the Export Administration Regulations (EAR), and Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States (CFIUS) reviews. Additionally, we advise on Intelligence Community engagement and
Foreign Ownership, Control or Influence (FOCI) mitigation. Our experience also includes advising on
ATF-related issues associated with rocket manufacturing sites and providing guidance on foreign
ownership considerations for companies operating in sensitive technology sectors. We help clients
structure operations and transactions to satisfy regulatory requirements while maintaining
operational flexibility and market access.

Congressional Investigations

Our Congressional Investigations Practice has strong bipartisan experience across the House and
Senate. Multiple congressional committees touch the space industry, including those focused on
science, technology, armed services, and commerce. Our lawyers have deep relationships on both
sides of the aisle and understand how to navigate high-stakes investigations while protecting client
interests and managing reputational risk.

Integrated Space-Ground Practice

The commercial space sector sits where multiple domains converge—space operations, terrestrial
connectivity, national security, and emerging technologies. This integrated structure allows us to
approach challenges holistically. When clients seek to deploy new Earth stations, negotiate cloud-
based processing agreements, or expand internationally, we manage the full chain of legal tasks—
from FCC and NTIA coordination to export licensing, supply-chain vetting, IP protection, and
environmental compliance including CERCLA and toxic tort matters related to chemicals such as
perchlorate, a component of solid rocket fuel. We work as engineers and advocates in equal
measure, translating technical concepts into legal arguments and business strategy. Our integrated
approach anticipates risks, accelerates approvals, and positions clients to capitalize on the next
wave of commercial and government opportunities.
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Related Capabilities

Communications, Internet, and Technology

Congressional Investigations

Corporate

Data Privacy and Cybersecurity

Environmental and Workplace Health and Safety

Government Contractor Litigation and Compliance

Government Controversies and Public Policy Litigation

Investigations, Compliance, and Defense

Labor and Employment

Mass Torts and Product Liability

National Security and Crisis
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