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London Partner Lucy Blake was featured in Edward Fennell's Legal Diary, where her commentary on
the latest Government figures revealing record-high modern slavery referrals was recognised as
"Legal Comment of the Week." The figures show the number of referrals of potential victims of
modern slavery received this quarter is the highest ever since the National Referral Mechanism
began in 2009. Lucy's insights highlight the growing legal and commercial risks for businesses,
particularly those with vulnerable workforces, seasonal labour, or complex supply chains.

Lucy offered her observations on the challenges confronting businesses:

"The increase in referrals, coupled with intensified litigation activity, new regulations and
government and media scrutiny relating to labour market misconduct in the UK and Europe
heightens the risks for companies.  Those that rely on low-skilled labour and/or with high numbers
of seasonal or temporary workers or complex and opaque supply chains are particularly exposed.”

“Litigation relating to labour conditions is on the rise, with claims being brought by increasingly well-
funded and litigious NGOs as well as large groups of individuals on contingent fee-arrangements. 
These claims are not being dismissed for remoteness – the Courts in the UK (and Europe) are
showing an increasing willingness to engage in ESG/ human rights issues and have accepted
jurisdiction to hear claims against UK parent companies in respect of forced labour issues involving
overseas subsidiaries.”

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/lucy-blake
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/lucy-blake
https://www.thelegaldiary.co.uk/edward-fennells-legal-diary-147/
https://www.jenner.com/


Lucy Blake
Partner
lblake@jenner.com
+44 330 060 5409

Related Capabilities

Human Rights and Global Strategy

Investigations, Compliance, and Defense

Related Locations

London

© 2026 Jenner & Block LLP. Attorney Advertising. Jenner & Block LLP is an Illinois Limited Liability Partnership including

professional corporations. This publication, presentation, or event is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide information

on legal matters and/or firm news of interest to our clients and colleagues. Readers or attendees should seek specific legal advice

before taking any action with respect to matters mentioned in this publication or at this event. The attorney responsible for this

communication is Brent E. Kidwell, Jenner & Block LLP, 353 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-3456. Prior results do not guarantee a

similar outcome. Jenner & Block London LLP, an affiliate of Jenner & Block LLP, is a limited liability partnership established under

the laws of the State of Delaware, USA and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority with SRA number

615729. Information regarding the data we collect and the rights you have over your data can be found in our Privacy Notice. For

further inquiries, please contact dataprotection@jenner.com.

Stay Informed 

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/lucy-blake
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/lucy-blake
mailto:lblake@jenner.com
tel:%2B443300605409
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/investigations/human-rights-and-global-strategy
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/investigations/investigations-compliance-and-defense
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/london
https://www.jenner.com/en/legal-notices/privacy-policy
mailto:dataprotection@jenner.com?subject=Data%20Privacy%20Inquires%20-%20online
https://www.jenner.com/en/subscription-form

