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In a recent Law Society Gazette article, London Office Managing Partner Christine Braamskamp
examined Jonathan Fisher’s review of the UK’s criminal disclosure system, and the solutions he
offers to address an overwhelming volume of digital evidence in modern prosecutions.

The article explores three main aspects of Fisher’s review: how schedules of unused material are
currently compiled; the proposed reduction of schedules pre-charge and/or where a guilty plea is
likely; and Fisher's rejection of the 'keys to the warehouse' approach (providing all unused material
to the defence for self-review).

“The real issue is how to cope with the vast amount of digital data that pervades most cases and
threatens to subsume others completely,” said Christine and her co-author, Christopher Coltart,
head of Business Crime at 2 Hare Court. “There is no silver bullet and Fisher does not suggest
otherwise. One can only hope, as he says, that while advances in technology have been the cause of
the problem, they also prove to be its solution.”
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