JENNER&BLOCK

Courageous Family from El Salvador Granted
Asylum with Team’s Help

News
April 17, 2024

A pro bono client and her three teenage children have an optimistic future in United States after
being granted asylum through efforts of a partnership between Jenner & Block, JPMorgan Chase,
and the National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC).

The story of our client, identified as R., and that of her children, reveals why Jenner and our partners
commit themselves to pro bono service: securing justice for vulnerable clients.

1. endured over a decade of physical, sexual, and psychological abuse at the hands of two men in
her life. In 2007, she fled from El Salvador to escape her dangerous and possessive husband but
then fell victim to another abusive partner who brought her to Mexico under false pretenses. She
eventually escaped from that partner with her two young daughters. Her oldest child and only son,
K, grew up in El Salvador surrounded by members of that country’s most notorious gangs, and
after resisting attempts to join the gang, fled from El Salvador and reunited with his mother and
two sisters in Mexico. The three escaped from Mexico into the United States.

Upon being referred to R.s case in January 2024, the team moved quickly to beat fast-approaching
deadlines. Within two months, they compiled affidavits, medical records, and other documents that
helped them build a persuasive brief to support the asylum application.

After a merits hearing on April 17, the immigration judge granted R. and her children asylum. Given
the short time frame the team faced, and the current political climate surrounding asylum, the
outcome was a major victory.

The team representing R. and her children included Annette Isaacson and Michelle Munoz Durk
from JPMorgan Chase; Geoff Cebula from the NIJC; and Jenner Partners Dawn Smalls and Wade
Thomson, Special Counsel Jon Skladany, Associate Sierra Paskins, and Lead Lawyer Support
Assistant Aimee Piatek.
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