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The Supreme Court and Tribal Water Rights,
American Bar Association
Publications
February 1, 2024

Few issues in the American West are as pressing or as vexing as the escalating water crisis. As
water in the West continues to dry up, Tribal water rights become increasingly critical with every
passing year. In an American Bar Association article, Special Counsel Lenny Powell discusses the
recent US Supreme Court decision in Arizona v. Navajo Nation that is likely to shape future Tribal
efforts to secure much-needed water resources.

Lenny represents clients before appellate and trial courts in high-stakes cases involving statutory
interpretation, constitutional law, administrative law, and federal Indian law. He has played a key role
in securing landmark victories for Indian country before the U.S. Supreme Court, including Haaland
v. Brackeen and McGirt v. Oklahoma.
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