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Our collaboration between the Alliance for Children’s Rights and Jenner & Block resulted in many
successful adoption hearings throughout 2023. The Alliance strives to protect the rights of children
in poverty and those overcoming abuse and neglect by delivering free legal services, supportive
programs, and systemic solutions, and Jenner provided impactful representation that upheld that
mission.

In May, Partner Kate Spelman supervised Associate Kristen Green’s work for the Alliance when a
parent who had raised a child since he was a baby decided to adopt the youth. Kate’s diligence
allowed the adoption hearing to go well, and the longtime acting parent officially became the child’s
legal guardian.

In November, Associate Elizabeth Avunjian, with help from Associate Farryal Siddiqui, paralegal
Christal Oropeza, and the Alliance, also secured the adoption of a child who was placed under the
adoptive parent’s foster care the same month she was born.
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