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Securing Asylum for Afghan Air Force Pilot
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November 2, 2023

A team of Jenner & Block lawyers secured asylum for a former Afghan Air Force pilot who was
forced to flee his home country of Afghanistan when the United States government withdrew from
the country in connection with the Taliban takeover in 2021. The Chicago Asylum Office approved
our client’s application for asylum this week. 

Our client was facing a life of persecution and danger in Afghanistan at the hands of the Taliban,
because of his status as a former pilot for the Afghan Air Force. While serving as a pilot in
Afghanistan, our client helped support the US and the Afghan military in their war against the Taliban
and other affiliated terrorist groups, by flying dangerous helicopter medical evacuation and other
supportive missions. Due to this service, our client was directly targeted for execution by the Taliban
on multiple occasions prior to its takeover of Afghanistan and was unable to leave his military base
for fear of being killed.   

After fleeing Afghanistan, our client travelled through multiple countries where he experienced
inhabitable living conditions, before reaching the US in late 2021. He has successfully found
employment in the US and now supports his fellow Afghan nationals seeking asylum here through
his work as a translator and outreach coordinator for a legal aid organization serving immigrants and
asylum seekers. Securing asylum will increase our client’s ability to build a successful life here.

The team included Partner Jason Hipp and Associate Sean Sheely, with support from former
paralegal Caroline Giberson and the Digital Document Center staff. 

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jason-p-hipp
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jason-p-hipp
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/sean-m-sheely
https://www.jenner.com/


Jason P. Hipp
Partner
jhipp@jenner.com
+1 212 407 1784

Related Locations

New York

Chicago

© 2026 Jenner & Block LLP. Attorney Advertising. Jenner & Block LLP is an Illinois Limited Liability Partnership including

professional corporations. This publication, presentation, or event is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide information

on legal matters and/or firm news of interest to our clients and colleagues. Readers or attendees should seek specific legal advice

before taking any action with respect to matters mentioned in this publication or at this event. The attorney responsible for this

communication is Brent E. Kidwell, Jenner & Block LLP, 353 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-3456. Prior results do not guarantee a

similar outcome. Jenner & Block London LLP, an affiliate of Jenner & Block LLP, is a limited liability partnership established under

the laws of the State of Delaware, USA and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority with SRA number

615729. Information regarding the data we collect and the rights you have over your data can be found in our Privacy Notice. For

further inquiries, please contact dataprotection@jenner.com.

Stay Informed 

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jason-p-hipp
mailto:jhipp@jenner.com
tel:%2B12124071784
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/new-york
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/chicago
https://www.jenner.com/en/legal-notices/privacy-policy
mailto:dataprotection@jenner.com?subject=Data%20Privacy%20Inquires%20-%20online
https://www.jenner.com/en/subscription-form

