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Partner Brandon Fox joined Ana Cabrera Reports on MSNBC to discuss Special Counsel Jack Smith’s
motion for a protective order against former president Donald Trump and the proposed federal trial
start date of January 2, 2024.

“This protective order is more about a fair trial and more about protecting witnesses than it is about
sensitive information. This is about not wanting Mr. Trump to intimidate witnesses and not wanting
him to be out there potentially making it so the jury pool is not considering the evidence and
considering other things instead. This is a good early test for the judge to see if she’s going to treat
Mr. Trump like any other defendant,” Brandon said. 

As for the trial schedule, Brandon said, “I think 4-6 weeks seems like a realistic expectation for how
long this trial would go. As Jack Smith’s office put it, it is in everyone’s best interest for this case to
go first before the voters have to decide who the Republican nominee will be.”

 

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/brandon-d-fox
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/brandon-d-fox
mailto:bfox@jenner.com
tel:%2B12132395101
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/brandon-d-fox
https://www.jenner.com/


Related Capabilities

Investigations, Compliance, and Defense

Related Locations

Los Angeles

© 2026 Jenner & Block LLP. Attorney Advertising. Jenner & Block LLP is an Illinois Limited Liability Partnership including

professional corporations. This publication, presentation, or event is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide information

on legal matters and/or firm news of interest to our clients and colleagues. Readers or attendees should seek specific legal advice

before taking any action with respect to matters mentioned in this publication or at this event. The attorney responsible for this

communication is Brent E. Kidwell, Jenner & Block LLP, 353 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-3456. Prior results do not guarantee a

similar outcome. Jenner & Block London LLP, an affiliate of Jenner & Block LLP, is a limited liability partnership established under

the laws of the State of Delaware, USA and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority with SRA number

615729. Information regarding the data we collect and the rights you have over your data can be found in our Privacy Notice. For

further inquiries, please contact dataprotection@jenner.com.

Stay Informed 

https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/investigations/investigations-compliance-and-defense
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/los-angeles
https://www.jenner.com/en/legal-notices/privacy-policy
mailto:dataprotection@jenner.com?subject=Data%20Privacy%20Inquires%20-%20online
https://www.jenner.com/en/subscription-form

