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Jenner & Block Team Secures Win for Client
KFC in Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals
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On August 4, a team of Jenner & Block lawyers secured a win in the United States Court of Appeals
for the Tenth Circuit on behalf of firm client KFC (part of Yum! Brands, Inc.). The Tenth Circuit
reversed an adverse jury verdict and ordered that judgment be entered for KFC. The case
concerned a challenge to the way that KFC licenses new restaurants. The plaintiff alleged that the
procedures KFC employs to locate and license new restaurants violates the implied covenant of
good faith and fair dealing under existing franchise agreements because it negatively impacts
existing restaurants. The Tenth Circuit held that KFC’s franchise agreement authorized KFC actions
as a matter of law, i.e.: “KFC’s alleged bad faith did not undermine any benefit or protection afforded
to [the franchisee] by his franchise agreement with KFC.” Partner Dan Weiss argued the appeal. The
team included Partner Clifford Berlow, Associate Dan Bobier, and Senior Paralegal Michael Hughes.

Read Law360’s coverage of the case here and read the published opinion here.
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