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Organizations to Secure Trafficking Visa for
Client
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February 9, 2023

Nonprofit Ayuda and corporate client Marriott International partnered with Jenner & Block to help
secure the approval of a pro bono client’s T Visa application, which is reserved for victims of human
trafficking.

While trying to secure a visa, our client named “L” was exploited by her employer. The owner of the
restaurant where she worked for cash had offered to sponsor L for an EB2 visa. The employer told
her she owed thousands of dollars for attorney’s fees, which she agreed to pay as she was
unfamiliar with the process. L was moved to a server position and worked for only tips as she waited
for the visa.

Her employer demanded an additional $10,000 and said that if L didn’t pay, others who could pay
more would take her place on the EB2 visa application schedule. L could not afford the $10,000, so
the employer moved L to the back of the restaurant, where she did not get tips and was not paid.

L left the situation and reported the crime to the Department of Labor and to local law enforcement.
She connected with Ayuda’s pro bono program and Jenner & Block and Marriott assisted L in
securing a T visa so that she could work within the US legally. She was issued her visa and
Employment Authorization Card in late 2022.

Since then, the owner of the restaurant has pled guilty to human trafficking.

Ayuda is a nonprofit that provides legal, social, and language services to support low-income
immigrants in Washington DC, Maryland, and Virginia.  

Partner Lindsay Harrison, former Partner Previn Warren, and former Associate Laurel Raymond
worked on this case.  

https://ayuda.com/about-us/
https://www.marriott.com/marriott/aboutmarriott.mi
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/lindsay-c-harrison
https://www.jenner.com/
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