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The National Immigrant Justice Center recognized Partner Tassity S. Johnson among its 2022 Rising
Stars. The annual award honors lawyers who have demonstrated extraordinary commitment to
ensuring access to justice for immigrants. She is one of nine lawyers recognized this year.

Ms. Johnson has represented asylum seekers pro bono through the NIJC for nearly five years,
litigating several complex cases before the US Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit during that
time.

In a case before the Tenth Circuit, Ms. Johnson and Partner Matthew Price represented a political
activist, who fled from the Democratic Republic of Congo to escape persecution by state security
forces, in seeking asylum in the US. After Ms. Johnson and Mr. Price filed a brief in the Tenth Circuit
on the Board of Immigration Appeals’ erroneous conclusion that their client had firmly resettled in
Angola, among other errors, the government voluntarily moved to remand. When the Board denied
their client’s asylum application for a second time, Ms. Johnson and Mr. Price again represented
their client in the Tenth Circuit and obtained another remand, this time from the Court.

Ms. Johnson, along with Mr. Price and Associate Urja R. Mittal, represented another asylum seeker,
who fled Mexico after being kidnapped and violently assaulted for being a transgender woman,
before the Board of Immigration Appeals and the Tenth Circuit. Ms. Johnson, Mr. Price, and Ms.
Mittal filed a brief in the Tenth Circuit explaining that the Board, in denying their client asylum, had,
among other errors, applied a wrongly heightened standard for whether the Mexican government
could protect their client from further assault. The government again voluntarily moved to remand.
Ms. Johnson is currently representing their client before the Board, where their client’s claim is still
pending.

Learn more about this recognition here.
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