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Northern District of Illinois Honors Partner
David Jimenez-Ekman for Efforts to Free
Wrongfully Imprisoned Client
News
June 1, 2022
By: Jenner & Block

The US District Court for the Northern District of Illinois recognized Jenner & Block Partner David
Jimenez-Ekman with its Annual Excellence in Pro Bono and Public Interest Service Award at a
ceremony on June 1, 2022. Mr. Jimenez-Ekman was celebrated for his relentless advocacy for Ken
Smith, who was imprisoned in 2001 for a murder and robbery he did not commit. Mr. Jimenez-
Ekman started work on Mr. Smith’s case in 2006 and, with the support of various Jenner & Block
lawyers over the years, was ultimately successful. In April 2021, the Seventh Circuit held that the
evidence was constitutionally insufficient to sustain Mr. Smith’s conviction and Mr. Smith was freed
from the Lawrence Correctional Center on May 6 of last year, ending what Mr. Jimenez-Ekman called
an “almost two-decade nightmare.” 
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