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On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights (the "UNGPs"), the Human Rights Council noted the “unprecedented” efforts of
companies and governments around the world in promoting respect for human rights. The UNGPs
set out actionable steps for companies to adopt in order to prevent human rights abuses in their
operations. The UNGPs are not legally binding and are often referred to as “soft-law”; however,
there are growing expectations on companies worldwide to adhere to them. This comes at a time
when “soft law” obligations are gradually evolving into “hard law” with countries around the world
introducing legislation requiring companies to conduct due diligence into potential adverse human
rights impacts from their products, operations, and supply chains. 
 
In this article, we consider some of the developments in the European Union (the “EU”) and in the
United Kingdom (the “UK”), including recently enacted and proposed new legislation as well as
attempts to hold companies to account for their adverse human rights impact through litigation.
Much of the legislation applies (or will apply) to certain international companies with operations in
the UK and the EU, so it will be of interest to companies around the world. More broadly, the
developments demonstrate a clear direction of travel in the evolution of the UNGPs towards “hard
law” and an increasing expectation in the market that companies should understand and mitigate
human rights risks. These developments may be seen as a sign of things to come around the
world.  
 
Read the full alert here.
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