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Charges Asserting Student Athletes are
Employees under the National Labor
Relations Act
Publications
February 28, 2022

On February 8, 2022, the National College Players Association (NCPA), an advocacy group for
college athletes, filed unfair labor practice charges before the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB)
against the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and other heavyweights in collegiate
athletics. The NCPA’s charges allege that the NCAA and others misclassify student athletes as
amateurs and ask the NLRB to rule that student athletes are employees under the National Labor
Relations Act (NLRA).
 
Just last fall, the General Counsel of the NLRB started looking for cases through which to advance
the General Counsel’s position that student athletes at private (and perhaps public) educational
institutions should be considered employees under the NLRA. The NCPA’s charges could provide
such a case.
 
To read full alert, click here.

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/savannah-e-b-mcneily
https://www.jenner.com/a/web/vyUrhzoYyfm6pkwwV9kPdx/4k1Xm3/Students_or_Employees_The_National_College_Players_Association_Files_Charges_Asserting_Student_Athletes_are_Employees.pdf
https://www.jenner.com/


Savannah E.B. McNeily
Associate
smcneily@jenner.com
+1 312 840 7434

Ishan K. Bhabha
Co-Managing Partner
+1 202 639 6000

Joseph Torres
Partner
jtorres@jenner.com
+1 312 840 8685

Jacob P. Wentzel
Associate
jwentzel@jenner.com
+1 312 840 7460

Related Capabilities

Education

Labor and Employment

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/savannah-e-b-mcneily
mailto:smcneily@jenner.com
tel:%2B13128407434
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/ishan-k-bhabha
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/ishan-k-bhabha
tel:%2B12026396000
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/joseph-j-torres
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/joseph-j-torres
mailto:jtorres@jenner.com
tel:%2B13128408685
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jacob-p-wentzel
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jacob-p-wentzel
mailto:jwentzel@jenner.com
tel:%2B13128407460
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/industries/education
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/litigation/labor-and-employment


Related Locations

Chicago

Washington, DC

© 2026 Jenner & Block LLP. Attorney Advertising. Jenner & Block LLP is an Illinois Limited Liability Partnership including

professional corporations. This publication, presentation, or event is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide information

on legal matters and/or firm news of interest to our clients and colleagues. Readers or attendees should seek specific legal advice

before taking any action with respect to matters mentioned in this publication or at this event. The attorney responsible for this

communication is Brent E. Kidwell, Jenner & Block LLP, 353 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-3456. Prior results do not guarantee a

similar outcome. Jenner & Block London LLP, an affiliate of Jenner & Block LLP, is a limited liability partnership established under

the laws of the State of Delaware, USA and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority with SRA number

615729. Information regarding the data we collect and the rights you have over your data can be found in our Privacy Notice. For

further inquiries, please contact dataprotection@jenner.com.

Stay Informed 

https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/chicago
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/washington-dc
https://www.jenner.com/en/legal-notices/privacy-policy
mailto:dataprotection@jenner.com?subject=Data%20Privacy%20Inquires%20-%20online
https://www.jenner.com/en/subscription-form

