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Associates Wesley M. Griffith, Elizabeth Avunjian, and Effiong K. Dampha led a team that obtained a
favorable settlement on the eve of trial in a Section 1983 civil rights case. The civil rights action
arose from our client reporting several prison guards for misconduct. Our client alleged that in
retaliation for his report, the guards took him to an isolated area of the prison that was closed for
construction and beat him until he lost consciousness.

The client, who had limited education and financial means, was originally proceeding without
counsel and having difficulty making his case in the face of the guards’ denial of any wrongdoing.
The Jenner team was able to secure evidence from the prison confirming that our client was taken
to an outside hospital by ambulance for treatment shortly after the attack and that the area under
construction had no security cameras or other safeguards to prevent abuse of prisoners by staff.
Based on this evidence, the action was favorably settled.

The team was supervised by Partner Kirsten Hicks Spira and supported by Associates Vivian L.
Bickford, Kristen Green, and Julia K. Hirata and Paralegal Christal Oropeza.
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