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The US District Court for the Northern District of Illinois and the Chicago Chapter of the Federal Bar
Association awarded several of our lawyers with the 2021 Award for Excellence in Pro Bono Service
for “providing outstanding pro bono and public interest representation in civil and criminal matters
before the district court.” The award recipients were recognized for successfully completing three
different cases:

e In Conley v. US we represented Mr. Conley, who was convicted of conspiring to rob a fake drug
stash house even though he was not a target of the prosecution, in a federal habeas challenge in
the district court and on appeal. The team also presented a petition for compassionate release,
which the court granted, ordering his immediate release from prison. The award recipients
included Jenner & Block Partner Mike Brody; Associates Eric Fleddermann and Theo Lesczynski;
and former associate Leigh Jahnig.

e In USA v. Rollins, we represented Mr. Rollins, who was convicted for a string of three robberies
within a week’s time, in a reduction of a de facto life sentence. Partners Andrew Vail and Monica
Pinciak, and Associate Josh Levin successfully argued for a reduction in sentence of 106.5 years
to 28 years and one day. The judge wrote in his opinion that “a de facto life sentence far exceeds
appropriate punishment.”

» Paralegal Cheryl Kras, and former colleagues US Magistrate Judge Gabriel A. Fuentes, Christine
Bowman, and Hon. Judge Brewer (ret.) also received the award for their work in Traharne, et al v.
Illinois DCFS, et al., which was litigated and settled while Judge Fuentes and Ms. Bowman were
with the firm. Judge Summers was the mediator on the matter.
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