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Earlier this week, the European Commission published its Guidance “On Due Diligence For EU
Businesses To Address The Risk Of Forced Labour In Their Operations And Supply Chains”. 
 
The document, which is not legally binding, provides practical guidance on how to use existing
international, voluntary, due diligence guidelines and principles when dealing with the risk of forced
labour in supply chains.
 
The European Commission made clear in its press release, that the Guidance forms part of the EU’s
wider strategy to defend human rights and strengthen the resilience and sustainability of the EU
supply chain. The European Commission sees the Guidance as encouragement for EU businesses to
take appropriate measures regarding their supply chains ahead of the EU’s introduction of a
mandatory due diligence duty for businesses operating in the EU. As set out in our previous Client
Alert, the due diligence duty will require certain businesses operating in the EU to identify, prevent,
mitigate and account for adverse human rights and environmental impacts in their operations and
supply chains. We will also cover this in more detail as well as other developments in Europe in a
separate Client Alert. 
 
To read the full client alert, please click here.
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