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Jenner & Block today gave the annual Albert E. Jenner Pro Bono Award to Partner David J. Bradford
for a lifetime of pro bono service and for his leadership in a voting rights case in the 2020
presidential election. The firm also gave the Albert E. Jenner Pro Bono Award to a Jenner & Block
team that challenged three Wisconsin laws imposing severe restrictions on abortion access at a trial
last year. The firm gave the annual Jenner & Block Award for Excellence in Pro Bono or Public
Service to Paralegal Mary Frances Patston for her long service to the firm’s pro bono work.

Albert E. Jenner Pro Bono Award — David J. Bradford
David J. Bradford was honored for his pro bono representation of United Healthcare Workers East in

a lawsuit against Florida Postmaster General Louis DeJoy over changes to USPS policies last year.
The changes would have delayed ballots and disenfranchise Floridians who were voting by mail in
larger numbers than usual because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ultimately, Mr. Bradford and his
team of Jenner & Block lawyers won a court order requiring postal facilities in the 10 largest
counties in Florida to certify that they had processed all ballots by 8 am on Monday, November 2,
the day before the election. The team that worked with Mr. Bradford on the USPS case included
Partners Jessica Ring Amunson, Daniel J. Weiss, Ashley M. Schumacher, Associates Christopher M.
Sheehan, Nayiri Keosseian Pilikyan, Senior Paralegal W. Michael Hughes, and Legal Assistant Fran M.
Sattelmayer

Mr. Bradford has been at Jenner & Block since 1978, except for his time as a founding attorney of
the MacArthur Justice Center. In addition to the Florida voting rights case, he was honored for a
lifetime of service to some of the most important and challenging pro bono cases. Among them, he
represented Mr. Rashid Awadh Rashid Al-Uwaidah, a detainee at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

He has successfully represented several death row prisoners and also worked with national
organizations to try to abolish the death penalty. He was among a group of lawyers who helped
convince Governor Pat Quinn to end the death penalty in Illinois in 2011.

Albert E. Jenner Pro Bono Award - reproductive rights trial team
A team of Jenner & Block lawyers was honored for its work challenging the constitutionality of three

laws passed by the state of Wisconsin that severely restrict women’s rights to safe and legal
abortion care. The team was led by Partners Ali M. Arain and Lori B. Day and included Partners
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Alison I. Stein and Susan J. Kohlmann, Associates Kara V. Brandeisky, Emily S. Mannheimer, Jessica
A. Martinez, and Danielle Muniz, and Paralegals Esmeralda Bako and Albert Peterson.

The lawyers filed a complaint against the Attorney General of Wisconsin and other state officials
challenging Wisconsin laws restricting who can provide abortion care in a state with a critical
shortage of physicians. The plaintiffs included three advanced nurse practitioners directly impacted
by the law and the Medical Director of Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, as well as Planned
Parenthood of Wisconsin itself.

In December 2020, the team conducted a week-long, virtual trial before Judge William M. Conley in
the Western District of Wisconsin. The team presented testimony from plaintiffs, the COO of

Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, and multiple expert witnesses in addition to opening statements
and closing arguments. The judge’s decision in Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin v. Kaulis pending.

Jenner & Block Award for Excellence - Mary Frances Patston
Paralegal Mary Frances Patston was honored with the Jenner & Block Award for Excellence in Pro

Bono or Public Service. This award recognizes staff members who demonstrated an exceptional
commitment to providing pro bono service. Ms. Patston initially joined Jenner & Block in 1983, left
in 1999, and returned in 2004. She has supported lawyers in a variety of pro bono projects with
grace and kindness. She has worked on more than 100 pro bono matters over the years. She has
developed knowledge of and facility with the appellate practice, especially with filings before the
United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. From appointment to preparing the record, to
cite-checking and finalizing briefs, to preparing for oral argument, Ms. Patston makes sure that
everything is done right so that our clients have the best chance of prevailing.

Past recipients of the Albert E. Jenner Award can be found here.

Jenner & Block’s pro bono program was founded in 1954. In addition to high-profile cases at every
level of the judicial system, our lawyers provide pro bono representation in a wide range of legal
areas. This includes pursuing asylum for those fleeing persecution; fighting injustice in our criminal
justice system, governments and society; advising grass roots and non-profit organizations;
advocating for veterans; protecting constitutional rights; assisting victims of domestic violence and
sex trafficking; and fighting for environmental protection, among so many other issues that impact
people and our communities.

In January, the firm launched its pledge to provide $250 million in free legal services to people in
need over the next five years.

Jenner & Block has been recognized by The American Lawyer as the top pro bono firm in the United
States for the last four years, and 10 of the past 13 years. We partner with dedicated legal aid
organizations, law school clinics, in-house legal departments, and others committed to providing
access to justice and serving the public good. As advocates for equity, we embrace our
responsibility to serve those in need, better our communities, and protect our future.
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