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A Jenner & Block team filed an amicus brief asking the US Supreme Court to grant certiorari in Tully
v. Okeson, a case over the State of Indiana’s vote-by-mail rules. Indiana permits all voters 65 years
or older to vote absentee by mail on account of their age, while requiring voters age 18 to 64 to give
some other excuse to do so. In March 2020, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, Indiana announced
that it would make mail-in voting available to all voters without excuse, but only for the state’s June
2020 primary. Indiana refused to make similar accommodations for the general election in
November.

In April 2020, several Indiana voters and an organizational plaintiff filed suit, challenging Indiana’s
vote-by-mail rules under the Twenty-Sixth Amendment, the Fourteenth Amendment, and a parallel
state constitutional provision. The district court denied the plaintiffs’ motion for a preliminary
injunction in late August, and on October 6, the Seventh Circuit denied the plaintiffs’ appeal, and the
plaintiffs petitioned the US Supreme Court.

The amicus brief is on behalf of professors of law and history who have written and published on the
meaning of the Twenty-Sixth Amendment. According to the brief, the Court has never interpreted
the Twenty-Sixth Amendment and, without its guidance, lower courts have interpreted the
amendment in divergent and often incorrect ways. “Read in light of its text and history, however, the
Twenty-Sixth Amendment provides robust protection to all adults against even subtle forms of age
discrimination in voting,"the brief argues.

The team authoring the brief includes Partner Jessica Ring Amunson, Associates Noah B. Bokat-
Lindell and Laurel A. Raymond, and Senior Paralegal Cheryl Olson.

Related Attorneys


https://www.jenner.com/a/web/vmeDw3oumM9HksGKfsHVYJ/4k1Xkd/Amicus%20brief%20in%20Tully%20v.%20Okeson.pdf
https://www.jenner.com/people/JessicaAmunson
https://www.jenner.com/

Jessica Ring Amunson

Partner
jamunson@jenner.com
+1 202 639 6023

Related Capabilities

Appellate and Supreme Court

Election Law and Redistricting

Litigation

Related Locations

Washington, DC

© 2026 Jenner & Block LLP. Attorney Advertising. Jenner & Block LLP is an Illinois Limited Liability Partnership including
professional corporations. This publication, presentation, or event is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide information
on legal matters and/or firm news of interest to our clients and colleagues. Readers or attendees should seek specific legal advice
before taking any action with respect to matters mentioned in this publication or at this event. The attorney responsible for this
communication is Brent E. Kidwell, Jenner & Block LLP, 353 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-3456. Prior results do not guarantee a
similar outcome. Jenner & Block London LLP, an affiliate of Jenner & Block LLP, is a limited liability partnership established under
the laws of the State of Delaware, USA and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority with SRA number
615729. Information regarding the data we collect and the rights you have over your data can be found in our Privacy Notice. For

further inquiries, please contact dataprotection@jenner.com.

Stay Informed —


https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jessica-ring-amunson
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jessica-ring-amunson
mailto:jamunson@jenner.com
tel:%2B12026396023
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/litigation/appellate-and-supreme-court
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/litigation/election-law-and-redistricting
https://www.jenner.com/en/capabilities/practices/litigation
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/washington-dc
https://www.jenner.com/en/legal-notices/privacy-policy
mailto:dataprotection@jenner.com?subject=Data%20Privacy%20Inquires%20-%20online
https://www.jenner.com/en/subscription-form

