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NEW YORK – MARCH 16, 2021 – Jenner & Block today launched an expanded international Financial
Services Litigation (FSL) practice to represent clients in high-stakes litigation, arbitration,
contentious restructurings, monitorships, and criminal and regulatory proceedings.  As one of the
few top-tier law firms able to work adversely to many major financial institutions, Jenner & Block is
well positioned to represent clients in financial services and financial products litigation arising from
volatile market conditions, including those resulting from the coronavirus pandemic.  The firm’s
profile allows it to handle a broad range of matters involving the financial services industry, including
disputes between financial institutions and disputes between institutions, counterparties, and end-
users of financial products.  

“Our experience, combined with our client profile, means that our firm has the ability to pursue the
high-profile cases that many other major law firms often cannot handle due to conflicts,” said Jenner
& Block Co-Managing Partners Katya Jestin and Randy Mehrberg.  “The pandemic has created
unique conditions in the economy, and we stand ready at a time of uncertainty and volatility.”

A global team, including experienced former government officials and prosecutors, anchors the
expanded FSL Practice.  Three partners, Nicole A. Allen in Chicago, and Neil M. Barofsky and Lee S.
Wolosky in New York, will jointly lead the practice.  Other key partners include Ali M. Arain, Stephen
L. Ascher, Brian J. Fischer, Andrew J. Lichtman, Charles D. Riely, and Andrew Weissmann in New
York; Anna Meresidis and Daniel J. Weiss in Chicago; and Elizabeth Shimmin and Jason Yardley in
London.

“Our team draws on a unique combination of deep experience in government, regulation,
compliance, and investigations to help our clients navigate their most challenging legal issues
involving financial services entities,” said Ms. Allen, who has extensive experience representing
clients in Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) and US Securities Exchange Commission
(SEC) enforcement actions, commodities and securities class actions, and financial fraud litigation. 
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“We are also well positioned to handle disputes between businesses in the financial services
industry.”

Since the 2008 financial crisis, Jenner & Block has extensive experience in litigation and
arbitrations arising from mortgage-backed securities, collateralized debt obligations (including
structured investment vehicles, or SIVs, and SIV-lites), auction rate securities, contentious
restructurings, credit default swaps, structured notes, securities lending, proprietary investment
vehicles, and other complex financial products.  

“As with the 2008 financial crisis, we expect substantial litigation involving and among the largest
financial institutions, including litigation involving loan defaults, asset-backed securities, derivatives,
margin calls, valuation issues, and administration of the US relief programs.  Lawyers at the firm
have significant experience litigating these types of cases,” said Mr. Barofsky, the former Special
Inspector General of the $700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP).

The team has particular experience handling commercially sensitive and “bet-the-company” cases
that require the implementation of pre-emptive strategies in concert with the provision of market-
leading legal advice, as well as working with agencies such as the SEC, the US Department of
Justice, the New York Department of Financial Services, the UK Financial Conduct Authority, and the
UK Serious Fraud Office.

“Whether serving as the court-appointed examiner of Lehman Brothers, taking on some of the
world’s largest banks on behalf of aggrieved investors or lenders in the auction rate and mortgage
backed securities cases arising from the 2008 crisis, or serving as high-profile bank monitors,
Jenner & Block is one of the very few big law firms that has the experience, resources, and conflicts
profile to handle significant matters against large financial institutions in both the US and London,”
said Ambassador Wolosky, who currently serves as an independent monitor of a tier-one global
financial institution.  “Jenner & Block is also well positioned to handle disputes between businesses
in the financial services industry, where the firm’s experience can be applied on behalf of
counterparties and other market participants that may encounter disputes with the largest financial
institutions.”

To serve clients’ diverse needs, FSL lawyers routinely work with Jenner & Block’s banking and
finance, data privacy and cybersecurity, investigations, restructuring, and other practices on issues
such as commodity financing disputes, security of customer or proprietary data, investigations into
derivatives pricing, and other matters.



Nicole Allen
Partner
nallen@jenner.com
+1 312 923 2868

Ali Arain
Partner
aarain@jenner.com
+1 212 407 1721

Stephen Ascher
Partner
sascher@jenner.com
+1 212 891 1670

Neil Barofsky
Partner
+1 212 891 1600

Brian J. Fischer
Partner
bfischer@jenner.com
+1 212 891 1629

Katya Jestin
Partner
kjestin@jenner.com
+1 212 891 1685

Anna Meresidis
Partner
ameresidis@jenner.com
+1 312 840 7229

Charles D. Riely
Partner
criely@jenner.com
+1 212 891 1686

Lizzie Shimmin
Partner
eshimmin@jenner.com
+44 330 060 5407

Daniel Weiss
Partner
dweiss@jenner.com
+1 312 923 4517

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/nicole-a-allen
mailto:nallen@jenner.com
tel:%2B13129232868
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/ali-m-arain
mailto:aarain@jenner.com
tel:%2B12124071721
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/stephen-l-ascher
mailto:sascher@jenner.com
tel:%2B12128911670
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/neil-m-barofsky
tel:%2B12128911600
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/brian-j-fischer
mailto:bfischer@jenner.com
tel:%2B12128911629
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/katya-jestin
mailto:kjestin@jenner.com
tel:%2B12128911685
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/anna-meresidis
mailto:ameresidis@jenner.com
tel:%2B13128407229
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/charles-d-riely
mailto:criely@jenner.com
tel:%2B12128911686
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/elizabeth-shimmin
mailto:eshimmin@jenner.com
tel:%2B443300605407
https://www.jenner.com/en/people/daniel-j-weiss
mailto:dweiss@jenner.com
tel:%2B13129234517


Jason Yardley
Partner
jyardley@jenner.com
+44 330 060 5408

Related Locations

Chicago

London

Los Angeles

New York

Washington, DC

© 2026 Jenner & Block LLP. Attorney Advertising. Jenner & Block LLP is an Illinois Limited Liability Partnership including

professional corporations. This publication, presentation, or event is not intended to provide legal advice but to provide information

on legal matters and/or firm news of interest to our clients and colleagues. Readers or attendees should seek specific legal advice

before taking any action with respect to matters mentioned in this publication or at this event. The attorney responsible for this

communication is Brent E. Kidwell, Jenner & Block LLP, 353 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654-3456. Prior results do not guarantee a

similar outcome. Jenner & Block London LLP, an affiliate of Jenner & Block LLP, is a limited liability partnership established under

the laws of the State of Delaware, USA and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority with SRA number

615729. Information regarding the data we collect and the rights you have over your data can be found in our Privacy Notice. For

further inquiries, please contact dataprotection@jenner.com.

Stay Informed 

https://www.jenner.com/en/people/jason-yardley
mailto:jyardley@jenner.com
tel:%2B443300605408
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/chicago
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/london
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/los-angeles
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/new-york
https://www.jenner.com/en/offices/washington-dc
https://www.jenner.com/en/legal-notices/privacy-policy
mailto:dataprotection@jenner.com?subject=Data%20Privacy%20Inquires%20-%20online
https://www.jenner.com/en/subscription-form

