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Longtime client Patrick Pursley received a certificate of innocence on February 26, 27 years after
he was convicted of murder in a Winnebago County jury trial. The state had relied heavily on the
testimony of a state ballistics examiner that a firearm attributed to Mr. Pursley fired the bullets and
cartridge cases found at the crime scene. New evidence, however, showed conclusively that this
firearm was not the one used in the crime. For over a decade, a firm team worked on behalf of Mr.
Pursley to win a new trial. In January 2019, at the end of that new trial, Judge Joseph G. McGraw
acquitted Mr. Pursley.

Watch Mr. Pursley discuss the impact of the certificate.
Learn more about his case in The Heart of the Matter.

Over the years, the team helping Mr. Pursley included Partners Robert R. Stauffer and Andrew W.
Vail, Associates Kevin J. Murphy and Monika N. Kothari, and former associate Kyle Palazzolo.
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