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Partners Ashley Callen and David Robbins authored an article for Law360 examining how entities
should respond when suspension or debarment is threatened directly by the president, rather than
initiated through the usual agency-driven process. The piece uses President Trump's July 2026
social media directive targeting the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine as a
case study for building a defensive record.

Ashley and David outline the immediate steps an entity should take once it becomes the target of
such a threat and discuss how those steps can shape both the agency response and any later
litigation.

Ashley Callen is Co-Chair of Jenner & Block's Congressional Investigations Practice. She brings 25
years of experience in senior congressional roles, having most recently served as General Counsel
to Speaker of the House Mike Johnson and Majority Leader Steve Scalise, where she managed the
House's investigative agenda and advised on oversight, ethics, and other high-profile, politically
sensitive matters. She previously held senior investigative roles across several key House
committees.

David Robbins is Co-Chair of Jenner & Block's Government Contractor Litigation and Compliance
Practice. He advises government contractors, grant recipients, and their executives on civil False
Claims Act defense, compliance, and suspension and debarment matters. David brings a unique
vantage point to this work: he previously served in the Air Force General Counsel's office, where he
ran the Air Force's Procurement Fraud Remedies Office and served as acting Suspending and
Debarring Official, and he later co-ran the Pentagon's Procurement Fraud Working Group and served
on the Interagency Suspension and Debarment Committee.
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