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Partner Mike Vernick to Speak at DOECAA’s
2026 Spring Conference

Event
April 23, 2026

On April 23, Partner Mike Vernick will speak on a panel at the Department of Energy Contractor
Attorneys Association (DOECAA) 2026 Spring Conference at the Fermilab and Argonne National
Laboratory near Chicago.

The session, titled "Legal Ethics in a Dynamic Landscape," will explore two pressing ethics issues in
the sponsored research space: the use of Al tools and their potential impact on the design and
conduct of research projects, including related concerns around data security, research misconduct,
authorship, and intellectual property, as well as the ethics and compliance issues that arise when
faculty engage in entrepreneurial ventures and start-up companies.

Mike is a leading authority on legal frameworks governing federal research funding and a dedicated
advisor to universities and research institutions, with particular focus on conflicts of interest,
cybersecurity, and research security. He is widely recognized for his work defending clients against
FCA allegations and resolving issues related to grants and cooperative agreements.
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